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A Message From Our Director
I would never have thought that in

just a couple of short years Uprising

would have grown to where it is

today. 2021 was a big deal for us.

Despite the lingering pandemic, we

managed to provide more education

in Wyoming about human trafficking

and exploitation than ever before! 

We also formed some amazing

partnerships that have led to major

projects in the works for 2022. 

As you read through this report I hope

you feel as proud as we do of the

work that was done, because you are

a part of it all.  We could not do this

work without every one of you. 

Terri Markham



A Message From Our Board Chair
I have had the privilege to be a part of the Uprising board for

the last year and a half. In 2021 Uprising expanded prevention

education across Wyoming through numerous youth, parent,

and professional training opportunities. In 2022 we plan to

expand this even more. We hope to have your continued

support as we increase our reach around the state and host

our first regional conference, GRIT.

 

I, and the entire Board of Directors, are excited for all that this

year will bring and we hope you will be with us as we continue

to start an Uprising.

Alexandra Johnson, Uprising Board Chair
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P r e v e n t i o n

In August of 2019, we were officially

granted our 501 (c) 3 status. Since that

very moment, we have worked relentlessly

to build up awareness across Wyoming,

with the end goal of providing widespread

prevention education for youth. 

From the start, we knew we needed to

tackle this strategically, and for us that

looked like first focusing on training

professionals across the region. To date,

we have trained over 500 professionals.

Then we knew we needed to get on the

community level to raise awareness of the

issue, with over 100 awareness events and

presentations given, we are still going

strong. Finally, we knew once we had

activated community safety nets we could

start to hone in on our biggest goal: youth.     

We have finally reached the stage where
we can really focus on youth. At Uprising
this means that we are connecting with
more opportunities to work with youth
directly. Through public schools, private
schools, after-school programs, and other
avenues we have already begun to make a
big splash. 

We also value youth involvement. With a
youth board member position, and a youth 

committe- we try to ensure that youth are
involved in every aspect of Uprising.
Knowing and embracing that youth deserve
a place in the anti-trafficking movement is
something we are proud of, and strive to
remember in all of our programming.

To date we have worked directly with
nearly 1,000 youth. 

Big goals for Uprising are to continue to

grow into our region's leader in the anti-

trafficking movement, to launch our one-

of-a-kind human trafficking conference for

professionals, and to continue to reach as

many youth as possible. 

With an amazing Board of Directors and

YOUR support, we know we will continue

to strategically conquer these goals. 

Where We Began

Where We Are Now

Where We Are Headed

Uprising has provided amazing

opportunities for our secondary schools in

Sheridan, WY. The education and

awareness they have provided for our

youth has been impactful and eye opening.

Our students have been educated on the

grooming process, recognizing

vulnerabilities, and online safety. We are

truly grateful for the difference they are

making in our community.

- Hailey Irwin & Jessica Pickett, SCDS#2



E d u c a t i o n

O u t r e a c h

"Thank you Uprising for taking
your time to come and teach
us about Human Trafficking. I
learned a lot especially about
the grooming process. I
learned that I must be careful
when talking to people online."

- Student Quote

Providing education to all about human
trafficking, and how to prevent or
respond to it, is a paramount goal of
Uprising. This past year we were
fortunate to receive a grant from The
Hughes Charitable Foundation that

will allow us to take giant leaps in this
area. The Greater Rockies Immersive
Training (GRIT) on Exploitation and
Trafficking is debuting in May 2022

and will allow us
the capacity to
train more
professionals than
ever before. It will
also allow us to
bring national &
international 
 leaders in the field
to Wyoming to give
the most up-to-
date training 
available. We have already begun to see the
positive impacts of this increased training. 

We also focused on increased prevention
education for youth. With key partnerships, we have
been able to reach youth directly from ages 7-18.
We have also seen a significant increase in
requests for prevention education related to
exploitation- which we are thrilled to be able to
meet. 

Outreach continues to be a high
priority for Uprising. As much as we
prefer to get upstream of the issue with
prevention, we do know that trafficking
and exploitation are already
happening in our communities.
Outreach allows us to get key
resources into the community that
could help someone already being
victimized. 

Outreach efforts include hotel/motel
outreach, bar/club outreach and
business outreach. 

We are calling for more volunteers to
help join the fight against exploitation
in our communities by joining our
outreach team. 



Uprising has been fortunate to build a relationship with
the Sheridan County YMCA. Through our work with the Y,
we have been able to develop our own curriculum for
elementary-aged youth. As we work with more youth than
ever, it's apparent that we need to continue to reach
youth at younger ages with age-appropriate prevention
education. In 2022 we will not only serve youth directly
through the YMCA after-school program, but we have
also developed a summer camp curriculum we will
execute and have the opportunity to train staff,
volunteers, and community members through the Y. 

Perhaps one of the most unique partnerships formed this
year was with SAGE Community Arts. SAGE has a shared
goal of reaching more youth and providing more outlets
and protective factors for youth to thrive. We have been
able to partner with them to provide fun events such as
Youth Open Mic Night. Providing safe spaces for youth to
socialize, create, and lead lowers their risk for potential
exploitation. In 2022 we will be expanding our
partnership to begin a Survivor Art Series that will bring
trafficking survivor artists to our community to provide art
workshops, culminating in a survivor art show. 



2021 Impact Numbers

2021 Financial Highlights



Looking Ahead
Uprising is looking forward to all that we have planned for 2022 and beyond.
With more programs and projects in the works than ever before, we are excited to
expand our impact. Check out a few of the upcoming endeavors we have
happening. 

With an increase in requests for programs and training
across the state, Uprising is pleased to announce the
launch of a new volunteer application and onboarding
process. We now have the capacity to train volunteers
efficiently via an online portal accessible through our
website. In the portal, volunteers can train specifically on
the programs they are interested in. Our hope is that
2022 will see many volunteers completing onboarding
and doing vital awareness and prevention work in their
communities through Uprising.  

The Greater Rockies Immersive Training on Exploitation and
Trafficking, or the GRIT Conference, is happening May 2-4th
in Sheridan, Wyoming. This conference will fuse together the
latest research, trends, and field expertise with innovative
immersion training, creating a one-of-a-kind conference
experience. GRIT aims to cultivate sustainable change in how
criminal justice systems throughout the Rocky Mountain
region react to, investigate, and prosecute exploitation-
based crimes. GRIT accomplishes this by using a
multidisciplinary approach that targets offenders while
providing holistic support for the victims of these crimes.

TRAPPED is a virtual reality experience that puts you into the life
of a trafficking victim as she reflects on the events that led to
her eventual exploitation and the circumstances keeping her in
the situation. It was created to help users empathize and
understand trafficking victims in a way that traditional teaching
and training cannot accomplish. Uprising is excited to partner
with Radical Empathy Educational Foundation, the creators of
the program, to provide this experience in our communities. We
are looking forward to finding unique ways to use this tool,
including offering the experience at awareness events, schools,
and other trainings/conferences. 



T h a n k  y o u .  
Now that we can say that we have

had the pleasure of training and

bringing awareness to THOUSANDS

of individuals, we must again

acknowledge that none of it would

be possible without you. 

Thank you to all of the donors,

partners, volunteers, and supporters

who have made, and continue to

make our work possible. We are

excited to continue our hard work to

provide awareness,  education, and

outreach across Wyoming and

beyond. 

We truly believe that every single

person is uniquely positioned to

confront human trafficking and

exploitation. 

Awareness to  Action
Human Trafficking is real, it's serious, and it's

everywhere. It is crucial that we talk about it, we learn

about it and we make a valiant effort to put an end to

it! I feel it's imperative that we educate people (young

and old) that it's "ok" to talk about this issue, it doesn't

just happen in "big cities" and together through

education, awareness, and prevention, we can make

a difference! 

I was raised in a small town in Vermont (population

4,000) and lived what many would call "a sheltered

life." I'll be the first to admit that growing up in rural

America, one often thinks "oh that kind of stuff doesn't

happen here." The unfortunate thing is that it DOES

happen here, there, and everywhere! 

As a woman and a mother myself, it is important to

me to help bring awareness to this issue and be a

part of the movement to end Human Trafficking. By

being on the Board of Directors of Uprising, it's my job

to reach out to youth, parents, teachers, law

enforcement, counselors, doctors, nurses, sisters,

brothers, aunts & uncles so they know what to look

for, what to do and how to prevent potential

trafficking situations. By making that a priority in my

life, I know I've made a difference.

-Kitt Laidlaw, supporter turned Board Member



Board of  Directors
A l e x a n d r a  J o h n s o n
F i r s t  I n te rna t iona l  Bank

M y r i a h  P h e l p s
F i r s t  Bank

D a n e t t e  B a l d a c c i
IDEA  Law Group

S y n d e y  M e y e r s
Hab i ta t  fo r  Human i t y

J e f f  N i c h o l s
Farmers  I n su rance

C h a r l i e  F a l k i s
Bomber  Mounta in  Nu t r i t i on

K e n d r a  B l e a k
Farmers  I n su rance

K i t t  L a i d l a w
S imp l y  Beaut i fu l  Spa

A l e x a n d r a  F o r d
Upr i s i ng  Co-Founder


